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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-0100
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: February 9, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: February 8, 2016
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: This bill appropriates $86,521.00 from the Court Innovations-Cash Carryover to provide funding for additional attorneys to assist 4th Judicial Circuit Court staff attorneys in researching legal issues and drafting orders for the Circuit on hundreds of criminal post-conviction motions from incarcerated defendants; and requests emergency passage upon introduction.
Background Information: The emergency passage is requested to assist the Circuit with disposing of numerous criminal post-conviction motions within a thirty day deadline. The First District Court of Appeal (First DCA) mandates the Circuit to dispose of more than three hundred criminal post-conviction motions each year. The current budget for contract attorneys is almost depleted. The funds allow the Circuit’s full and part-time staff attorneys to work on cases as directed by the First DCA, active capital and non-capital trials, civil law matters, and county court appeals.

Policy Impact Area: Court Administration
Fiscal Impact: The appropriation of $86,521.00 per B.T. 16-034. 
Analyst: Mitchell
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